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%\i/‘ BIRTH DETAILS: 23 March 1878 Dunedin
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Pl When Cyril left for London, it was unsure whether or not he would ever return to New
Zealand. The deciding factor at the time of his departure, would have been the degree to which

e S he was successful at ‘Home'. )
~§ o Taking into  account Mr. Cyril Towsey, the well-known
RE N what Cyril had said about pianist, who has been following his pro-

success in London being dependent more on being
known than on talent, it is reasonable to assume that he
had, by 1910, establishing enough of a name for himself
to have gone on to a successful career in Britain and
Europe. So there are other factors to take into account in
his decision to return to the smaller pond of New Zealand.

The first of these would be his already lengthy
engagement to Miss Cooper and in her case, there might

fession in England for about four years,
returned to New Zealaud to-day by the
Ruahine. As yet his plans are not defi-
nitely fixed, but he intends to rTemgin
in his native land for some time at least,
and will give severa!l concerts. M.
Towsey, who was met by his father, left
for Wanganui by the RMain Trunk

©XPress. 30th May 1910

well have been a greater desire to return to New Zealand.

Judging by the reviews of her London performances, she seemed to have a voice good enough to be successful,
but when you look more closely at those comments, they might have been complementary, but they were not as fulsome
as one would expect for a truly great singer. We should also not place too great an emphasis on the glittering status of
the Lords and Ladies in her audiences, as these bejewelled socialites were clearly associated with her brother in-law,
Laurence Cunningham, with whose family she had resided during her London years.

2. Songs—
(a) “In Questa Tomba’...Beeuioven)
(b) Three songs from R. L. Sieven-
son’s “A Child’s Garden of
Verses” Graham Peel
(¢) Die, 'Junge Nonne” (The Young

Schubert
MAY COOPER.
3. Piano Solo, “Ballade in A flat™

Chopin
CYRIL TOWSEY.
Recit. ¢ Aria, “O Mio Fernando”
(La Favorita) Donizetti
MAY COOPER.
5. Piano Solo, “Adagio from Fantasie
in C (Wanderer)...Schubert-Liszt
CYRIL, TOWSEY.
. Songs— .
(a) “Mon Cocur s’ouvre a .ta Voix"”
(Samson et Dalila)....Saint-Saens
() €0 Divine Redeemer”.....Gounod

OPERA HOUSE, HAWERA.
FRIDAY, JULY 1.

GRAND MUSICAL RECITAL.

MISS MAY
COOPER

CYRIL )
TOWSEY

(Direct from London).

PROGRAMME.

1. Piano Solo, ‘‘Sonata in C sharp
minor”’ (Moonlight) Beethoven
(Adagio, Allegretto, Presto.)

CYRIL TOWSEY.

(¢) “The Pretty Creature’’ '
Arr. by Lane Wilson
(@) “*Annie Laurie”.....Liza Lehmann
MAY COOPEX.
7. Piano Solo, “Scherzo in
minor”
CYRIL TOWSEY.
8. Songs— .
(2) “A Summer Night”
Goring Thomas
(b) “Aime Moi”

Bemberg
(¢) “L'he Tryst” Peter Cornelius
(d) ‘‘Mattinata”

MAY COOPER.

Piano used at this Recital: Schied-
meyer and Sohu, supplied by Dixon and
Bates.

Box vlan now open.

Prices: 3s, 2s, 1s.

Ist July 1910

B flat
Chopin
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When Mamie's sister's husband died in 1909, Mamie’s sister either wanted, or was obliged to return to New
Zealand, probably bringing an end to Mamie’s easy access to high society.

Mamie also had quite a large family back in New Zealand, so all in all there would have been little desire to stay
on in London. Cyril also seemed to be missing his home and would probably have chosen to return anyway, even without
Mamie’s influence.

What this demonstrates, is that when trying for a musical career of global fame, an important factor is whether
one’s desire for the roar of the crowd is fervent enough to override attachments to family, friends and the familiarity of
your home town. Cyril on his own, might well have opted for that career; he did not have too many family members left
and had tended to move about quite a bit already. So he would have returned to New Zealand for a visit but quickly
discovered that, having visited old places and faces, his greater desire was the hum and buzz of London. Mamie’s life
though, before London, had been firmly fixed amongst her family in Auckland.

CONCE " y ; THY COOPER-TOW SE  RECITAT
ST. PAUL'S HALL NCERT BY MR CYRIL TOWSEY, ~HUWSEY RECITAL
. peve——— 9 June 1910 A lavge audience as
MARY COOPER-CYR.]L TO“’S]‘.‘Y In our ad\'ert-lsmg columns ¥ill Lo ;ngh‘t 1o hear the secondss,?e‘:ilt)jﬁd gi]\?:rt{
IOTT: : 1 found an announcement of a concert My ss Mary Cooper and Mr Cyril
CONCERT. 6 June 1910 tlo be given in St. Paul’s Hall on #ri- ;1,:-)&‘:,‘0.;‘;;,,n§l"\‘gfﬁl II"“'“E‘V opened ‘the
X ) e o e Zram 1th “IMive - Lyric Pieces,”
To-morrow eveni . day, the 17th June, by Miss Mary by Greiz. The piani XS »
and_ MMy, Cyril Toagee{l?ll}hﬁecz%ﬁi Cooper aud_ Mr Cyril Towsey. '.l'h\r:v poetic feeling :lngll.:glﬁ)tut, sl)'(\:(\l\el:l‘s )f‘(::?
concert and piatio recital in- St Pagls: 12v0 both.just returned froxr the Cld 1OF Tince Was in every sense satisfying.
Hall. If the first part of the programme. COUREY, Where they spent over four (Soheperaigio, from Eantasie Sn G
is any ind " full “honeg 15 ne. Years.  Miss Cooper, beforo leaving Favereigy  lioiohsey was heard most
15 any inducement, 2 full “house is as- - oper, before leaving  favourably; his tone was very fine, and
‘sured.  For Ries' “Fs Muss Was Wun. London, gave a voeal recital in {le his jndicious nss of the pedal throngh.
derbares Sein,” Miss Mary Cooper re- Dechstemn Hall, and the London pupers 9ut was skilful. ' Mr Tawsey’s perform-
ceived the highest praise at lier fare- 1L every iustance spoke of her lovely s, o Shopin's Scherso in B Flat
well recital in_London: Her rendering Mezz0-soprano voice and her sympathe-  techn; ueasneéxlcel lerit, s]}o\\'||1g. a fine
of “O Mio Fernando.” from “Ta Fav. tic method of 3 ez . i Ay > an s Interpretation was
ouita?’ " captivated the eritics ."i'n :l‘:e ’ oCugl IkeIelnin, Ehe 2:1‘5“1 o "Ir‘lo“'sey T caliac mith
> ¢S, - ; 2 . wusiasm. oy h i
second part of the progamme something SMgS songs in French, Italian and Ger. that the ianoforte: sotox-ora S8 Tigh
lgre_mayfl‘)‘e expected in Miss Cooper’s Man, besides other English songs of ,",?]"I'f-“t’f’“""“,.V""“c» and ali students of
singing "4 Die Yung Nonne.” Mr-Run- the old-world music. The Lindon Powsey's visii Ganui must regard Mr
mon, in the 'Snfrf:da_y “Review,” “Times” 5 “Hop 5 g ~ _‘v.\ visit at no mean value. Miss
said. “Miss - Coopei. ey i says er quiet tone was 1e- Mary Cooper’s numbers were most en.
presint. by the tatoncis ot Lre )psr- sonant, and beautiful to listen to, Her jovable, ~Her rendering of Graham

" \ S ol 1o alles DR Peel’s “A. Child's N
formanes,”  Me Cyril Towsey comes .Co°., naturally an attractive one, found g‘.aaf hild's Garden of Verses”

back to New Zealand with a big reputa- and she produces it easily.” My Cyril Miss Ceoper's. vojeo ‘;:u::fﬂw e ance:

$ion a tl oice. fine quality.
on, and the.numbers he has chosen ; . ; ) S The Tryst” (Sibelius)
for his . reappearance .are those with Mighest praise that ean possibly be be- s exquisite, and her musical gifts are
which he has earned e ‘wood opinion Stowed on any accompanist, and in ;Ln(!::?rﬂ%mﬁi"c‘,.“mij Cooper sang the
0;' t(,!}lle F_lnghsh crities.  His rendering any Press notices of concerts where Night’ of Gériﬁge"\l‘homaé Aa.nd éls;l\,r?l:'t
Oonopm's great work is masterly. ho acted in that capacity with artists 2 rendition which a Coionial -audience
Aliss Louise Croucher, violinst, will of the first fii s 1 ¢ is ravely wreated to. Miss Coope

iy Griced A nst, will of the first flight such as Melba Mar- 1§ 0. Miss Cooper sang
)}l}{ rieg’s Sonata in C minor- with chesi, Alice Verl t,. Bdna Thornt te Banks of Allan Water” with fine
Cyrit. Towsey, and also -the “Recit. 3 ot orley,. na Chornton,  pathos, and her mezzo voce work in
and Adagio” by Godard. Miss Crouche "1 others, he is called “an ideal ac- Elge third verse was most effective. Miss
has  delighted critics in Germany and (OMPanist.” In many of the tours Mr  goohets ofher numbers incnded Saint
Anstralin,  AD the . acopmpanjments Crril Towsey was also solo pianist and '-K;d_ss Softly Awakes My Heart,”’ Gon-

R * ; “O Divi » el
will ‘be played by Cyril Towsey. At No has many good criticisms for his sow's © l"our“lsl\? ethge()dl?:ll?ﬁy'ang llglelgr

the Marchesi-Carreno concert, a critic playing They will. be i Sortelive: " i
o 1 : cert, 8 : aying. \ _ assisted by cornelius’s weird  composition, “The
g::tci‘:é‘r“;fﬂ;\;zks'th?iclll? tf) distinugish Miss Louise Croucher, the talented ‘\gl?;‘mmm" : ' "
febneey 10 o o the s’ Snd. vk Soldom s the- Wenguimy 1, CCPMpmots woro Lenuifly
Hie s ’[;lnyr;?l bcy “‘3‘1: music loving public an _ opportunity doubtedly possessé’sllgi:‘ng?)?ef'h'.w]ho usi-
Towsey. * The'boz plan is open at to, hemt: such clever artists, and the cal standard, and imparts ligrgx;,om"]?ils:
Newcombe and Co.’s. Ridgway Street prlc?| of admission is within the reach plaving that requisite amount of sym-
of all. pathy_\\'hlclh goes a loag way to assish
a soloist., The piano used was a Brins-
June 1910 mead npright, and its tone proved most
s}t}:f,]:;.ble for the acoustics of St. Paul's
all.

Towsey has gained for himself the very Her singing of

Having already been engaged for two years before returning to New Zealand, it is interesting to note that it was
still another fifteen months before Mamie and Cyril married, in August 1911.

What is also interesting about this wedding, is that the only mention of it in the newspapers, is several lines in the
Auckland Star Marriage Announcements. One would have expected articles to at least appear in the Wellington and
Auckland papers. But then, perhaps the wedding was a small, quiet affair.

It is most likely that Cyril and Mamie moved to Hamilton at the time of their marriage there, because Cyril was
offered a post as organist.
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Cyril with motorbike

Arthur Cyril, Arthur John & Arthur Charles Towsey

“The most. wonderful gcriormaﬁco I
have heurc:l‘,lu.l my life; and I have never
heard anything so marvellous as the

‘porlormance the winner put up,”’ aad

Mr, Cyril Towsey, ol Auckland, instru-
mental  judge, when speaking at én
cvening session of the Manawatu Com-
petitions SBociety festival of the art of
Miss Iris Lawson, of Dannevirke, who
won tho 'cello solo, own selection, play-
ing tho “‘Hungarian®Rhapsody.”” 'The
judge added that lie knew the selection
well, and had played it himself for many
performers, but-he was amazed ‘at the
rendition heard that evening. He
warmly congratulated the accompanist,
tha winner’s sister, who had done” very
well indeed in her sympathetic playing
of a most difficult accompaniment. He
stated that the -winner should go wvery
Inr and make a great musician. Miss
Ivis Lawson is only 14 years of age.

June 1924

Copyright © Julian Towsey 2013
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FESTIVAL .
R A Mr. Cyril Towsey
The third ammual Cambridge Musical New Zealsnd's foremoit Piintst and Accs ist to Madame

and Elocutionary Testival concluded a

. . '
five days’ session with u magnificent de- Frances Alda, Prima Donna, says of his *“ LA GLORIA”

moustration coucert, last might.  The ok thowrht you il b Jteomted b v sheut et e hod ' ks B, the ot
competitions proved a huge success, in Glocie, Tha L Glorsa wam sut on avery record tested. |1 had berw hoping for some thoe

~ > & 1o teat out the two exachines, using the same room snd anme malke of needle. | need hardly
every way. The judges were Mr. Cyril e 1 aem 45 e the awner of & La Gloria, now proved by ACTUAL et ta

paieg b e
be the fimest nstrunuant om the market af the present tione.'
Towsey, Auckland, and Mr., Culford (Sed) CYRIL TOWSEY.

17 s " 2 A 5 The ariginal lasttar ean be inspectnd at the Head Offien of La Glaris, Aschlsnd
Bell, Wellington. 611 September 1924 £3 worth of Records FREE with every

Ylori
13th Oct, 1927

Mr. CYRIL TOWSEY

youe ovwn Ehooslag from wur nnw slocks of Columdis, A.C.O s and Bellona Becorde,
Juat think of Marting % a2 Mecurd Lelwary alsolutely FREE,
M CYR]L l OWSEY Sugh b the sslowndiog offe h which we are Introduecing the La Gloris, the Wosld's Dest
r. Cramopbone. Make we wbout this faeh: the La Gloria 18 IN A CLASS OF 178
OWN. Por over four yoars it ban fnesrporated the ravolutionary system of amplifiestion
that bas beon adeplod only recently by foreign manulastusers.
Mr CYRl And don't forgst—the LA GLORIA i
°® Made in Noew Zealand VFREE NEEDLES
Available on the most attractive lerms 'mrbwm' -
- - Two Years REE REPAL
zlcdcomga_nut to Madame Francg: NO DEPOSI 1o Pay Remenbar, with ol Geoove-
a, “rll‘ma D:;mn- rays of his And sbove sll LA GLORIA S Square Deal "“'"?«...‘:"a.‘t.‘:'.“".....'.‘tt
A GLORIA”:— SEE OUR WINDOWS. Haar & dessonstration of thia s
King of Gramophunes, Cet your FREE Records snd go dinary way. But Vhess v
“I thought you'might be S hayey. et
interested to hear about = Dossn’t this offer justily ser clains to be .
test we had at a friend's THE FIRM THAT PUTS THE EE'S IN EASY TERMS
LA GLORIA GRAMOPHONES Ltd.
tween a latest model new
P >’ instrument and C. A. PORTER, Manager 107 CUBA STREET 2 Doors below Dustins’

the “New Wonder™ La
Gloria. The La Gloria won
out on every record tested.

¥ had been hoping for some
time to test out the two ®
machines, wusing the same
room and same make of
necdle. I need hardly tell

you how pleased I am to
be the owner of a La Gloria,
now proved by actual test
to be the finest instéuinent
on the market at the present
time.”

(Sgd.) CYRIL TOWSEY.

The original letter can be in-
spected at the lIead Office of
I.a Gloria, Auckland.

£ 3 worth of RECORDS
FREEK

with every

LA GLORIA

No Deposit. Free Reocords. Free
Repairs, Free Needles. Free
Deliveries. Free Service.

La Gloria Gramophones Ltd.
La Gioria Gramophones Ltd.

167 Cuba St. WELLINGTOR
C. A. PORTER, Mamagoer.

Telephone 23-259. 150ct. 1927

Circa 1926: Cyril Towsey visiting the Monfries farm.

His wife might have been regularly advertising throat medicine, but that was nothing compared to Cyril's
endorsement of La Gloria gramophones.

www.caliendi.com Copyright © Julian Towsey 2013
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Knowing how the price of technology keeps falling, it
1 Sept. 1927 is interesting to note that the price of the gramophone must

MASTER OF MUS]C have been so high that they daren’t mention it, except to say
that it could be paid off over two years.

B erochiets and guavers could be The adyertlsement below, 'for a concert by Frances

forged into jewellery, Cyril Towsey, Alda, sees Cyril as the solo pianist. We also see that the

music teacher, of Auckland, could concert is being presented and directed by Mr. D.D. O’Connor.

lay claim to a coronet of priceless This is the professional name of Mamie's cousin, Dan

zems. , . ) ,
° For two years in Germany under the O’Connor; Timothy Behane O’Connor’s eldest son, who was

tuition of Heinrich Lutter, C.T. juggled then 33 years old and developing his career as a theatrical
with the mysterim;s blé).c}_: :mde “'Sh‘(t)% entrepreneur. Dan O’Connor was associated a lot more with
= 3 r rear . ) i ) ;
:SGEBOI?I', Tysg;lmfgi:g‘ewi&;eﬁaugha_n the Towsey family in the future, particularly with Cyril's son,
Barnett, when—as he says-—“I received Arthur.
‘he most valuable lessons I have ever
nad.” :
During a tour of the British Isles, in
wwhich he figured as accompanist to
some of the world’s best vocalists, it
was once said in a press report that
“Mr. Powsey is an accompanist and not
a soloist; musicians awill qnderstapd
that this is the highest possible praise
that can be bestowed upon a planist.”
And so say the music-lovers of Auck-
land. y .
Before coming to the northern city,
H:umilton knew the excellence of his
talent as an organist and choirmaster
and orchestral and choral conductor.
His striking appearance and cultured
manner tell one immediately on me_et—
ing him . that within this unassuming
mortal is the refined tempc.ar.ament of
1 genius—the soul of a musician.

Cyril had met and worked with the famous pianist,
Wilhelm Backhaus during his years in London and, during
his tour of New Zealand in 1926, Cyril took his son, Arthur
to meet him after a concert.

Although Arthur never developed any musical
talent, he did have a very good ear for music.

At 13 years of age, maybe Arthur was expressing
the naivety of youth, or maybe he was being a smart alec,
but when introduced to the great man, Backhaus asked
“Well, what did you
think of that?” To ] cost #£250, and Mr. ; :
which Arthur replied A' MuSlc.El I&ibrary fatherj‘Mr.’ Lewis R. Ii?i%vs: haaél xggrehels

. 48 the result of a gift of to purchase the hooks 1
You played a wrong by Mr. Lewis Eadg 8°§p§2’i’a}’°mgg would undertake to kee:ntt}xehgoﬁggggxf

“To his old friend Cyril Towsey as a souvenir of his visit to Auckland
elm Backhaus”

note” to  which secfion is to he established . up to date. Th ; -

, ¥ ) : at " the . e questxon of housin
Backhaus  replied: ﬁz:kigggp é’gb};; 1:;[_, gif }cl:fi \;glutr::sL ,31?65_ 1:11?3 handling would be
« ) . . s : 3 rary Committ

You're quite right. | night, telegraphs ¢¢The Post’s?? Aucl. being made thaty the lcoflee’c%iz‘:xqu?:

did play a wrong land correspondent. Mr, I, A. E i, hamed the ‘‘Lewis Eady Music Sec.
note.” a.lvetter to the,coun‘ﬁ]} stated tl?a(.lt?’t;z bon.”” Miss B. Lrelviuey in pl‘OpOSi?lcg
gift had been inspired by g . a_vote of thanks to Mr. Eady f i

2 at the Libraries Conference, and gift, said the section would be 2 valu.

Backhaus and Cyril :h lsé:hpff books had been compiled by able addition to the library. The gift
then took Arthur out 9 10 lemnan, Mr. J. Bnrr, after showed the value of the Libraries Con-

consultation with Mr, ference, from whi p
the back and beat nett, Mr. Toly Tait.,r aﬁflaugl&?n ésn:l ey ich the present offer

him up, was not J| Towsev. It was estimated they woul 5th February 1927
stated.
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T 815, AR, D..D. 0'CONNOR TC-MORROW NIGHT
5N Will have the Honour of Presenting MADAME ALDA will Sing:—
g Lungi dal caro bene .. Secchi
Je mne suis qu'une bergere
Oh! Sleep, Why Dost Thou Leave Me?
: andel
A Christmas Carol.......... RSP Bax
: / ' RA s : Quelle  Souffrance. Lenormand
ALD: FRANCES y A ghc‘ So‘!ldlegs Bx-xlc)lci ....... Rachmaninof
S - S z Joplas -de Curro Dulce
FIRST MEMORABLE CONCERT Prima Donna of the AIogroxf:ohtnn Opera One Fine Day (“Madame Buttcrﬂi"") o
ucein:

By “THE MOSEE \;\;fgb?r\i,
4 . : : ! Z 2 Al S NEW ZEA-
THE WORLD'S _GREATEST OPER- LANDER.” R ngg:“ai
ATIC SOPRANO. _Frances Alda, who was born in Christ- ]
& = church, has been for eighteen seasons prin-
¢ ¥ i_ H A I L. cipal soprano of the world’s greatest Opera Ete,, Ete.
N H A L L. House, the Metropolitan, in New York. Solo Pianist CYRIL TOWSEY
WELLINGTON. She has sung no fewer than forty-eight s
" . L operatic voles in association with. Caruso, 7/6—~RESERVED SEATS-7/6
'{8%8{%?8}3 §{g;ﬂ. AT %Sc:%t:, MartmelbildChahapin, and homer AND 10/6.
02 ) NIGHT amous singers. Alda’s pame is a e < N :
TOMORROW NIGHT j:{: ouse BOX PLANS AT THE BRISTOL.

T ) hold word in the United States and ip e 3 5 s r. Tick
TOAORROW NIGHT AT the South American countries, where she onD.;%lcS.\lg?dg;, :;2 “5;3,‘;“};3321' é(x)cnkfgtcs

0y And on has been cqually successful in opera and  famowe
TUESDAY NIGHT AT 8.35. on the concert platiorm. Ak

TUESDAY NIGHT AT 8.15. TOMORROW NIGHT Direetion D. D. O'CONNOR

Two Concerts Only.
30 September 1927

We see right from the start of radio
broadcasting in 1926, that Cyril and Mamie
are both regular performers on the evening
programmes, almost all of which were
performed live.

Also by the end of the 1920s, there
was not as much harmony on the domestic
scene for Cyril and Mamie as there was on
stage.

L

g
i\\\ - _— a There is never much point in going
b & \ into the nature of domestic problems, as what
s they tend to boil down to is two different
' personalities, whose initial flush of infatuation
- _ =R has passed, for whom the day to day minutia
- - ! of coexistence has become a bit of a chore
1929. Cyril Towsey with | rather than the endless series of blissful
‘ moments on which their marriage was
launched.

Auckland’s future in regard to cham- We should be able to get a basic idea
. . 3 f the problems by looking at the obvious
ber music Jooks distinetly rosy. The] ©

. . * personality traits of Cyril and Mamie.
Auckland Trio has made a deep 1mpres He' seems o have beel cliet

sion on listeners, and a l'ccerft concert sophisticated, good looking, charming,
drew a grat-ifyingly large audience. Mr. | taented and, thereby, still attractive to women.
TOWSEY is conduetor of tho trio. She had the strength of character of
her ancestors. Wherever in her family gene
pool she dropped her fishing line, she was bound to pull

€ 9 99 = out a larger than average trait.
Tllne In TO Trllﬂl S Radlo From the little that | have heard of Mamie, she
A tended towards the practical rather than the wafty. For
nnouncements

instance, she apparently never wasted time chatting on
TI-IE pianoforte solo tuned in from 1YA that new-fangled telephone; bringing conversations to a

while Mr. Cyril Towsey was plavin speedy conclusion with “yes? What do you want?”
“Prelude and Fuge in C Minorl‘)."‘im%

pressed on listeners what a finished artist

he is. This piece was excellently render-

ed. _
1Ith July 1929

Ina Bosworth (violin) Mollie Wright (cello)

www.caliendi.com Copyright © Julian Towsey 2013
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Mimes and Music

a¥ ““OQRPHEUS"’ . ; ,
the Auckland Trio, Misses Ina Bos-

worth, violinist; Mollie Wright, Jeell-
ist; and Cyril Towsey, pianist, is giving
its last chamber -music reeital of the
scason on Monday, 33th October, Dvo-
vak’s B Flat Trio (Opus 24); Three
Miniatires by Frank Bridge; and
Faare’s Piano Quartet in C Alinor, are
to be played. Mrs. R. A, Singer, violay
will add to the irio_for the quartet
pumber, and Miss Molly Atkinson will
be voealist. 4th October 1930

It seems that Mamie was either jealous or suspicious, or both,
of Cyril’'s interactions with all the attractive young women with whom
he came into contact. Whether there was any reason for her
suspicions, | do not know.

Cyril was apparently always polite and reserved, but would
often be busy working in his room, usually with piano students, at
family meal times.

The Mrs. R A Singer referred to in 'Mimes & Music', from
October 1930, was Dorothy Singer, wife of a prominent barrister and
solicitor, Richard Arnold Singer, known to his friends as Dick, who was
a close friend of the Towsey family until his death in 1961.

Soon after this advertisement was placed, Dorothy Singer was having trouble sleeping and got up in the middle of
the night and, thinking to take a sleeping potion from the bathroom cabinet, accidentally killed herself by drinking poison
from another bottle instead.

www.caliendi.com opyright © Julian Towsey 20
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Cyril's health had been in decline for some time,
probably from cancer, when he had an operation in
December, 1931, performed by a surgeon who was an old
friend. The procedure had not gone well and Cyril had

been very concerned about the situation.

Arthur commented that after he arrived back in
Auckland, he noticed a rapid deterioration in his father's

health with a corresponding loss of weight.

After the failure of the operation to relieve his
pain, he had started looking through medical books in the

hope that they might shed some light on his condition.

On the evening of 17" March, 1932, Cyril had
been playing at the radio studio with the orchestra as
usual. He regularly finished there at 10pm, but on that
evening he left early, leaving his wrist watch on top of the

piano.

FEARS FOR MI/SICIAN,
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LAST SEEN ON THURSDAY NICHT.

As he did not return to his home en
Thuredsy night after leaving the 1YA
radio station about 10 o'clock, Mr. Cyril
Towsey, the well-known Autkland pianist
and music lescher, was reported to the
police yesterday to be missing, No trace
of him had been found at an early hour
this morning,

Mr. Towsey, who was the ofticial accom-
panist at radio station 1YA, was met by

his son in Quay Street about 10.20 on
Thursday night. Hs did not make any
remark about returning to hix home, but
appeabed to be in his usual spitits. About
half an hour later he was sten on the

ferry wharl. Bince then his movementa
have not been traced.

When Mr. Towsey's dissppearance was
reporied to the police a search was made,

Aged 53 years, Mr, Towsey i3 5it. 10in,
in height, and has sbutdant curly grey
hair. .He newsr. wore a Dat. Ho is clean
shaven and wears glasses. When he was
last oeen he was wearing a blue suit

flecked with red spots, a winged collar an
black shoes. s
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MISSING MUSICIAN.

—

SEARCH FOR MR. CYRIL TOWSEY.

The police and relatives made a care-
ful sesrch to-day for Mr. Cyrll Towsey,
who was reported to be missing yester-
day. He was last seen late on Thurs

day evening necar the waterfront..

The fact has bLeen established that
Mr. Towsey was suffering from loss of

memory and Mrs. Towsey will appreci-
ate recelving information from anyone
who may have recognised her husband.

It has been reported that Mr. Towsey
was seen in Victorla Park at 10.30 yes-
terday morning. TLater in the day he
was supposed to have been seen near
Purewa Cemetery.

This afternoon a party of police,
assisted by Boy Bcouts, left to search
thoroughly the Domain and other places,
including the breastwork near the
Devonport vehleular ferry.

At about 10.20 that evening, Arthur was riding his
motorcycle along Quay Street, which runs along the ferry
terminal, when he saw his father walking briskly in the opposite
direction. Arthur turned around and rode up to his father, who
responded to his greeting by saying that his mother should be
finishing a singing engagement at the Town Hall at about that
time and that Arthur should go and accompany her home.

Arthur said that Cyril seemed to be in his usual frame
of mind.

Arthur went to the Town Hall, but his mother had
already left, so he returned home.

At about eleven o'clock, James Melling, the Town
Clerk, who had known Cyril for many years, was boarding the
ferry to Stanley Bay, when he noticed Cyril also boarding. He
approached Cyril and, believing that he actually wanted to go
to Devonport to visit his sister, suggested that Cyril was
boarding the wrong ferry. Cyril agreed that he must have made
a mistake and returned to the dock.

That was the last time that anyone ever saw Cyril.

Over the following months, there were numerous
reports of citings of Cyril across New Zealand and as far afield
as China, but all proved to be false.

In the days following his disappearance, all ships that
had left Auckland after that date were radioed to see if Cyril
might be aboard.
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MR. TOWSEY NOT FOUND.
REFORTED SEEN IN PARK.

SEARCH CONDUCTED BY POLICE.

The well.known pianist and masic
teacher, Mr. Cyril Towsey, who- dis-
appdared on Thursday night, is still miss-
ing. In his capacity as official accom-
panist at the broadcasting station 1Y A
he accompanied two songs on Thursday
evening and was seen walking out of the
station at 9.45 p.m. He was engaged to
play the tympani in an orchestral item
that followed, but he did not return.

Four people, including his son, spoke
to him later that night in the vicinity
of the Ferry Buildings. One man said
he appeared somewhat distraught. Musical
engagements and prolonged rehearsals had
kept him very busy in recent weeks and
it is thought that he may have suffered
from excessive mental activity.

An employee .of the City Council who
has been engaged for years collecting
rubbish from houses in City Road, in
which the missing musician resides states

21st March 1932

that he saw Mr. Towsey in Victoria Park
at 10.30 a.m. on Friday. He said, “‘Good
morning, Mr. Towsey,” and in reply Mr.
Towsey waved his hand in characteristic
fashion,

Inguiries were made by the police in
the vicinity and a gardener employed at
Victoria Park said he had seen a man
answering to Mr. Towsey's description
walking through the park just before noon
on Friday. He remembered him because
he was acting in a self-centred manner,
striking his fist on the palm of the other
hand as though in earnest debate with
himself.

A report that Mr. Towsey had been
feen in Purewa Cemetery induced a
number of his Iriends to search the
grounds with electric torches between
midnight and 1 a.m. on Baturday. The
search was resumed in daylight by a body
of police and it was eventually proved
o everyone's satisfaction that the report
was due to s case of mistaken identity.

In case Mr. Towsey should have suffered

from a lapse of memory, the public is
asked to-keep a look out for anyone

resembling him.

MISBING MUSICIAN,
o

MR. C. TOWSEY NOT FOUND,

REPORTED SEEN IN CITY.

MIBBING MUSICIAN,

—

MR, OYRIL TOWSEY,
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NO DEFINITE INFORMATION

—

Altbough his descniption  has been

There was one
story that some people
believed explained Cyril’s
disappearance.

In the weeks
before, a luxury yacht, the
Nahlin, belonging to a Lady
Yule, had visited Auckland.

During her stay,
Cyril had conducted a group
of musicians on board, for
the entertainment of
Auckland’s elite and it is
said that Cyril and Lady
Yule struck up a close
friendship.  The  Nabhlin
sailed soon afterwards and
despite the yacht being
stopped at sea and
searched, rumours that
Lady Yule and Cyril had run
off together, persisted for
years.

In a Supreme Court
hearing seven years later, a
police officer stated that
from the experience of a
number of past cases, if

Cyril had gone into
the harbour at night,
on an outgoing tide, it
was most likely that
he would have been
carried out to sea and
never seen again.

A sad, lonely
end to Cyril's life, but

No definite advice has been received

by the police concerning the whereabouts
of Mr. Cyril Towsey, the well-known

him in & flsh shop in Victorls Btrest West
shortly before midnighi oo Baturday. No
corroboration of thess stalements hag been

22nd March 1932

obtained
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widely circulatod and he is known o
meny residents of the oity, M. Cynl
Towsey, the well-known pianist and mus;.
clan, has not been traced since ho Loy
the 1Y A studio over a week 8go,
Beveral times last week-end it Was e
ported to the police that a man of M,
Towsey's description had beenr seen ness
Victoris Park, in Hobson Street and in
other paria of the city, but it is believed
M%mh.diﬂemtmm
ing & remarkable resemblance to the mise
:: m';.htbo c:liol difference between
two g & olight disparity in hei
T panty in heighy
No organised search was underiaken
during the week-end, but launches tnd
other craft wers requested to watch lhe
harbour and besches. >5:/, Viarch 1932
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perhaps easier than
the protracted, painful
decline that he would
have been expecting
otherwise.
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